THE  FAITH  OF  LEWIS  MUMFORD
From Men Must Act, we learn: "Out of the spinelessness of 'liberal-
ism' the backbone of fascism has been created." In Faith for Living,
Mumford wrote: "There is plenty of evidence at hand to prove that
the liberal, face to face with fascism, can literally not find words to
condemn it. This refusal to recognize evil as evil has fatally delayed
the world's reaction against barbarism." Also: "The incurable
tendency of the liberal is to believe the best about everybody ...
continued practice (of "this virtue")... is ... a treasonable act ..."
In Men Must Act and Faith for Living Mr. Mumford also dis-
cusses the German people and German tradition. For instance, in
Faith for Living, he wrote: "The people who turn their heads away
when a Brown Shirt kicks a helpless old man... the people who
cower behind their doors when... the Gestapo rouses some poor
victim at midnight... are passive supporters of fascism." Although
he once discovered "personal initiative" in Germany, he now tells
us that "Fascism has happened... in... Germany" because of
that nation's lack of a "long tradition of freedom." As a matter of
fact, "only a handful of German thinkers have ever had even a
glimmer of the meaning of freedom." Despite what he said in 1932
of the old .order in Germany, he now tells us that "The fundamental
ideology of fascism was first formulated in the sermons, letters and
exhortations of Martin Luther." In The Condition of Man, Luther
is an earlier "isolationist." And this ideology has persisted in Ger-
man thought from the Reformation to Adolf Hitler.6
Unfairly equating Marxism and Stalinism, Mumford now claims
that the Marxists failed to understand fascism because they see ideas
merely as the shadow of economics (a gross simplification of the
Marxian conception of ideology). To him, this explains why the
Marxists made "their ludicrous errors" in meeting this "new force"
which is as old as Martin Luther. They did not understand that in
relation to fascism, economics is the expression of "far more sub-
jective politics." However, precisely during the time that Lewis
Mumford was evaluating the social significance of short skirts and
the cult of the sun in Germany, a Marxist named Leon Trotsky
wrote Germany, What next?, an urgent alarm-call for immediate
and organized resistance to the Nazis. Trotsky said, "The (Italian)
Fascist Government has maintained itself for ten years already. How
. 6 Mumford has drawn heavily from German sources. The long bibliographies
appended both to Technics and Civilization and The Culture of Cities include a
number of German works. In many respects he is an Americanized version of
Spengler, whom he now condemns. He and Spengler both think in the same far-
fetched manner of analogy. I think the reader should remember this now when
Mumford has revised his judgments on German thought.
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